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Sunday, August 9, 2026 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Necropsy Wet Lab – Request for 3 hours CE (Concurrent Session) 
1 – 4pm  
Annual Meeting ADD On Wet Lab Fee for $150 or $250 for Wet Lab Only 
 
Course Description  
 
This interactive necropsy wet lab is designed for busy practitioners who want to sharpen their 
diagnostic efficiency and strengthen their ability to recognize and interpret gross lesions in the 
field. The session begins with a two-hour lecture covering the gross pathology and 
histopathology of high-impact diseases commonly encountered at the NDSU Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory, including respiratory disease, clostridial enteritis, rumen acidosis, calf 
diarrhea, abortions and mass mortality events. 
 
Participants will learn how gross lesions correlate with histopathologic findings, improving their 
diagnostic reasoning and sample submission strategy. The hands-on necropsy portion 
emphasizes efficient necropsy techniques, proper tissue selection, and practical techniques that 
save time while improving diagnostic accuracy. Small-group instruction and case-based 
discussion ensure an engaging, collaborative learning environment. 
 
This course equips veterinarians with the skills needed to confidently perform field necropsies, 
collect high-quality samples, and optimize diagnostic outcomes for their clients—critical 
competencies for today’s fast-paced North Dakota veterinary practice. 
 
Objectives 

• Emphasis on gross lesion recognition and diagnostic reasoning 

• Lecture and hands-on necropsy experience 

• Coverage of respiratory disease, alimentary, reproductive diseases, and mass mortality 
events 

• Small-group, interactive learning  
 



Speakers 
Dr. Quynn Steichen, DVM, MS, DACVP and Dr. Heather Mitchell, DVM 
 
Dr. Steichen is a veterinary anatomic pathologist at the NDSU Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory. 
She obtained her undergraduate and master’s degree in animal science from NDSU. Her 
master’s degree had an emphasis on ruminant nutrition and meat science and her thesis 
focused on supplementation of distiller grains and subsequent meat quality. 
 
In 2017, Dr. Steichen graduated from Kansas State University College of Veterinary Medicine. 
She practiced in a rural, mixed animal clinic in North Dakota as an associate veterinarian. In 
2019, she started her own mixed animal ambulatory practice focusing predominantly on 
production medicine of beef cattle.  
 
She started an anatomic pathology residency in 2021 at the NDSU VDL, and became board 
certified in anatomic veterinary pathology through the American College of Veterinary 
Pathologists in August 2024. In addition to her pathology duties, she is also the Necropsy 
section head. Her interests are bovine diseases and nutrition.  
 
                                              ________________________________ 
 

Dr. Mitchell is a veterinary diagnostician and section head for Serology and Virology at the 
NDSU Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory. Her work includes necropsy services, histopathology 
preparation and diagnostic testing.  

She earned her Animal Science degree from South Dakota State University in 2002 and her 
DVM from Iowa State University in 2006, where she also participated in swine respiratory 
disease research. Dr. Mitchell spent eight years in large animal practice in Milbank, SD, followed 
by nearly a decade in mixed, companion animal, and exotic animal practice in North Dakota. 
She has also served as an adjunct instructor in NDSU’s Veterinary Technology Program. 

In addition to her diagnostic responsibilities, Dr. Mitchell is pursuing a Master of Public Health 
degree in epidemiology and is an active leader within the North Dakota VMA, serving as 
president, past president, and a member of multiple committees. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Sunday Afternoon Large Animal Sessions Concurrent Animal Sessions (4 hours CE) 
 
1 – 1:55pm (1 hour CE) 
2:00 – 2:55pm (1 hour CE) 
Nutrition for Veterinarians 101  
 
Objectives: 
Nutrition for Veterinarians 101 



              Understand the role of Body Condition Scoring in nutrition 
              Gain an understanding of basic forage analysis formulae 
              Understand forage maturation and the relationship to forage quality 
              Rules of thumb when reading a forage analysis  
              Minerals of importance and major interactions 
              Mineral analysis for forage and water samples 
              What to look for in a mineral tag 

 
Speaker 
M. Wayne Ayers, DVM 
 
M. Wayne Ayers, DVM is a Senior Technical Consultant for Elanco Animal Health on the Beef 
Team, supporting products, sales reps, veterinarians, and producers in the western sales district 
and beyond from Wilder, Idaho. He received his BS and DVM from Washington State University 
and brings extensive expertise from private practice and academia, including a tenure as an 
Assistant Professor at the University of Idaho. While at the U of I he taught 4th year vet 
students production medicine in the field, practical nutrition, and advanced reproductive 
technologies. He also conducted research on Johne’s disease in sheep and goats, presenting his 
research internationally. In his current role, he serves as a strategic technical partner to 
Elanco’s customers in the implementation of best-practice strategies for parasiticides and 
insecticides. Internally, he is a key collaborator for R&D and marketing teams, ensuring field-
level insights drive product development and aftermarket research. 
 
Conflict of interest statement: 
“I, M Wayne Ayers, DVM, am an employee of Elanco Animal Health and represent the products 
they bring to market. The presentations here are meant to be disease state only and any 
mention of products will be fair and balanced.” 
 

 
3:25pm – 4:20pm (1 hour CE) 
4:25 – 5:20pm (1 hour CE) 
Vaccines – Fully Licensed, Prescription Platform and Autogenous Vaccines: What 
Are They and What is the Difference? 
 
This presentation will look at the concepts of vaccine antigen sources, antigen load, adjuvants, 
and what that translates to for best practices to get optimal immune responses. The talk will 
also provide background on development, application and regulatory oversight for fully 
licensed, prescription platform and autogenous vaccines. 
 

Speaker 
Chris Chase, DVM, MS, PhD 
 
Bio:  
Chris Chase is an emeritus professor of veterinary and biomedical science at South Dakota State 
University.  He did his pre-veterinary medicine at SDSU. He received his DVM from Iowa State 
University and MS and PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and has been at SDSU 



since 1992. He was involved in clinical practice and consulting for over 30 years.  He continues 
to teach in the Professional Program for Veterinary Medicine at SDSU and an online course at 
the University of Illinois. His research interests are in bovine and porcine immunology, 
respiratory disease pathogenesis, emerging diseases with wildlife interface, and vaccine 
development. Dr. Chase is the past president of the American College of Veterinary 
Microbiology, the Conference of Research Workers in Animal Disease, the American Association 
of Veterinary Immunologists, and the South Dakota Veterinary Medical Association, and past 
chair of the AVMA Council on Biologics and Therapeutic Agents and the AVMA Council on 
Research.  Dr. Chase co-founded  RTI (Research, Technology Innovation) LLC, an animal health 
contract research organization, in 1994, which conducts poultry, swine, and cattle studies. RTI 
was acquired by Clinvet in 2022, and he is the Infectious Disease and Vaccine Subject Expert for 
the Clinvet Group. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Afternoon Small Animal Concurrent Sessions Animal Sessions – 4 hours CE 
 
1 – 1:55pm (1 hour CE) 
Behavior Meds 101: What to Reach for in General Practice 
 
2 – 2:55pm (1 hour CE) 
How to Approach Behavior Cases: Developing a Multimodal Treatment Plan 
 
3:25 – 4:20pm (1 hour CE) 
Don’t Touch Me! Handling Fearful, Aggressive, and Stressed Patients in the Clinic 
 
Behavior Meds 101: What to Reach for in General Practice 
Behavior medications are an essential component of the treatment of behavior disorders in 
veterinary patients. This lecture will focus on the decision-making process when selecting short-
acting and long-term behavior medication prescriptions in a variety of circumstances. Dr. Boas 
will briefly review psychopharmacology before discussing the practical applications of behavior 
medications, including important considerations such as potential side effects, medication 
interactions, and treatment goals.  
 
How to Approach Behavior Cases: Developing a Multimodal Treatment Plan 
While behavior medication is an important component to behavior treatment, medications do 
not change behavior on their own. Behavior modification, environmental management, and 
medical evaluations are also necessary to address in every behavior patient. During this lecture, 
we will discuss a step-by-step framework to move beyond behavior medications in developing a 
complete approach to behavior treatment.  
 
Don’t Touch Me! –Handling Fearful, Aggressive, and Stressed Patients in the Clinic  
The veterinary clinic can be a stressful place for both staff and patients. Stressed and fearful 
patients may react with panic or aggression, creating safety risks for all involved. Through 
discussion on handling methods, safety tools, and pre-visit pharmaceuticals, this lecture will 



break down the decisions involved in preparing for veterinary visits, handling during the visit, 
and how to set the next appointment up for success.  
 

Speaker 
Kyla Boas, DVM 
 
Bio: Dr. Kyla Boas received her Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from Iowa State University in 
2021. She began working in small animal general practice in the Fargo region shortly after and 
began her behavior residency with the American College of Veterinary Behaviorists in 2023. Dr. 
Boas works regularly with behavior clients, as well as pets in shelter settings, to address a 
variety of behavior challenges including interpreting aggression, severe phobias, and obsessive-
compulsive disorders. She has a particular interest in multidog management, age-related 
behavior disorders, and behavior challenges in sheltering pets.  
 

4:25– 5:20pm (1 hour CE) 
 

Everybody Hurts: Practical Pain Scoring and Multimodal Analgesia in Dogs and Cats 
 
Learning Objectives - Participants will be able to: 
 
        * Recognize pain in dogs and cats using behavioral indicators. 
        * Apply validated pain scoring tools in clinical practice. 
        * Use pain scores to guide multimodal analgesic plans. 
 
 

Speaker  
David Silliman, DVM, Residency Trained in Surgery 
 
Dr. David Silliman brings a wealth of experience and expertise to the Surgery team at RRAEH 
since 2024. With a strong educational background and extensive training in veterinary surgery, 
he is dedicated to providing the highest quality of care to his patients.  
 
Dr. Silliman’s journey in veterinary medicine began at North Carolina State University, where he 
obtained Bachelor of Science degrees in Animal Science and Zoology. He then pursued his 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree at Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine, 
graduating in 2010. Following veterinary school, Dr. Silliman embarked on a rigorous path, 
completing both a small animal rotating internship and a small animal surgical internship, 
followed by a three-year surgical residency at the Veterinary Specialty Center in Illinois. 
Throughout his career, Dr. Silliman has worked in various locations, including Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, Asheville, and Greenville, before settling in Fargo, North Dakota. His diverse 
experiences have shaped his knowledge in all aspects of small animal surgery, with a particular 
focus on orthopedic, soft tissue, oncologic, neurologic, and minimally invasive surgery, as well 
as advanced surgical techniques. 
 
Beyond his surgical skills, Dr. Silliman is deeply committed to comprehensive patient care, 
prioritizing the quality of life for his patients and serving as their advocate. He believes in the 



importance of compassion, communication, and teamwork in delivering optimal veterinary care 
to your pet. 
 
Outside of his professional endeavors, Dr. Silliman enjoys outdoor activities such as hiking and 
fishing and cherishes spending time with his family and friends. With his dedication to 
excellence and passion for animal welfare, Dr. David Silliman continues to make significant 
contributions to the field of veterinary surgery at RRAEH and within the community. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Monday, August 10, 2026 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
7:00 – 8:00am General Session (1 hour CE) 
“The Journey: there and back again” 
 
Program Abstract: To share our veterinary journey to Ethiopia, with case stories of veterinary 
medicine and surgery, cross-cultural communication and humble learning.  We will also 
consider motivations for serving, and how the veterinary profession is valuable and strategic in 
helping with poverty alleviation, peace-making and food security. 
 

Speaker 
Fred Van Gorkom, DVM 
 
Dr. Fred Van Gorkom received his DVM in 1983 from Washington State University.  One month 
after graduation he landed in Ethiopia, sent by Christian Veterinary Mission “for 6 months”.  But 
as he served in a UNHCR refugee project and other capacities, he realized that as a veterinarian, 
he was not just treating animals and teaching about animal husbandry for people who had no 
other access to veterinary care; he was actually impacting their survival!  
  
His wife Vicki, also a veterinarian (Oklahoma State University, 1982) came to help with the vet 
work in 1985.  They married a year later and raised their four children in the remote 
southwestern bush of Ethiopia, while engaged in community development among semi-
nomadic people groups. After 25 years they returned to the CVM home office where Fred 
continues to mobilize, train, place, and mentor other veterinary professionals in international 
work.  He also serves in CVM global security, and CVM Affiliate coordination.  Vicki has recently 
retired and enjoys their 9 grandchildren. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
8:10 – 9:40am General Session (1.5 hours CE) 
Regulatory Considerations of the Use of Artificial Intelligence in Veterinary Medicine 
  
A misconception about artificial intelligence (AI) devices is that because the software or devices 
are not regulated by the federal government, the use of them is not regulated. Failing to 
recognize this put licensees at risk for disciplinary action by regulatory boards. This 



presentation will summarize common and current laws that govern the practice of veterinary 
medicine and how these laws apply to use of Artificial Intelligence. It will also address 
new concerns that veterinarians need to be aware of as they start using AI, such as automation 
bias, hallucinations, and black boxes. This presentation will be based on the white paper that 
AAVSB released earlier this year: Regulatory Considerations for the Use of Artificial Intelligence 
in Veterinary Medicine.  
  
Learning Objectives:  

• Speaker will translate current laws and regulations to the use of AI in veterinary 
medicine.   

• Speaker will expose risks to the use of AI that can be mitigated with increased 
awareness.   

• When is client consent necessary when a licensee uses AI? Considerations 
for appropriate use of consent will be outlined  

• New key terms related to the use of AI will be explored.  
• Participants will emerge from this session with gained knowledge on the importance of 

integrating best practices into their use of AI, to prevent future civil lawsuits or 
disciplinary action.   

• Participants will be more aware of the affects that automation bias holds on medical 
decisions and the importance of obtaining informed consent prior to the use of AI.  

 

Speaker 
Beth Venit, VMD, MPH, DACVPM 
 
Dr. Beth Venit, VMD, MPH, DACVPM, is the first Chief Veterinary Officer of the American 
Association of Veterinary State Boards (AAVSB).  Her work focuses on providing regulatory and 
licensure support to veterinary regulatory boards, performing outreach to all stakeholders 
within the veterinary profession, and providing education on relevant topics such as Spectrum 
of Care, veterinary technician utilization, and the use of emerging technology in veterinary 
medicine. Before joining AAVSB, Dr. Venit practiced emergency and general veterinary 
medicine for over a decade and held an AAAS Fellowship with the U.S. Department of State, 
where she specialized in global biorisk management for the prevention of zoonotic diseases. 
Through her work at AAVSB, she continues to participate in critical conversations at the 
intersection of veterinary care, public protection, and the future of the profession.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10:30am – Noon Large Animal Concurrent Session (1.5 hours CE) 
Emerging Management Considerations for Small Ruminants 
 
Description/Objectives: 1) To provide continued education in areas of small ruminant 
production, including but not limited to management of bred ewes and does to minimize stress 
and disease, genetic markers of parasite resistance, and potential future use of predictive 
biomarkers for stress susceptibility. 2) To discuss how Extension and the Hettinger Research 
Extension Center can support or assist veterinarians across the state through research and/or 
Extension programming.   

 
 



Speaker 
Rachel L. Gibbs, PhD 
 
Bio: Dr. Rachel Gibbs is the Livestock Extension Specialist at the NDSU Hettinger Research 
Extension Center. Originally from West-Central Texas, Rachel has an extensive background in 
sheep production and was actively involved in several areas of animal agriculture through local, 
regional, and state 4-H programs. Rachel acquired her BS in Animal Science from Texas A&M 
University, followed by her M.S. and Ph.D. from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, where her 
research efforts focused on mitigating the outcomes of stress-induced fetal programming on 
ruminant livestock. Before joining NDSU in June of 2024, Rachel was a Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, researching the impact of acute heat stress on 
feedlot beef cattle physiology, behavior, and genome. As a Livestock Extension Specialist, 
Rachel’s research and Extension programs focus on improving the productivity of ruminant 
livestock through management tool development and stakeholder engagement.  
 

 

10:30am – Noon Small Animal Concurrent Session (1.5 hours CE) 
Strategies for Management of Canine Allergic Dermatitis: 12 Keys to Treatment 
Success 
 
Description 
 
In this lecture we will talk about what is new with the diagnosis and treatment of canine allergic 
disease.  In this lecture, I would like to focus on the long term management of canine atopic 
dermatitis, because it is a lifelong progressive disease and what we start with for treatment 
may change over time.  Ideas about triggers for itch, the complexity of the pathogenesis, and 
how thoughts about immunotherapy have altered will change how we manage our patients.   
There are some key concepts to consider: 

• Make the diagnosis:   We know that there are many causes of itch for dogs.   There is no 

diagnostic test for allergies; we have to work these dogs up.  

o Control or rule out ectoparasites.   In most parts of the country, fleas rule.   We 

are lucky in the high dry west that we don’t have the cat flea.  BUT when dogs 

are not taking ectoparasite control consistently, we have to consider scabies and 

Cheyletiella.   Because of changing climate, we are experiencing an epidemic of 

scabies in the northern US and southern parts of the Canadian provinces.   Treat 

for at least 3 months with an isoxazoline. 

o Diagnose and control infections 

o Consider a diet trial for those dogs with nonseasonal disease, especially if they 

have concurrent GI signs 

o Manage atopic dermatitis for life. 

o The Fadok caveat: if it’s weird biopsy it. 

• Control the itch and inflammation: there is no one drug that will control all patients.  

Let’s talk about how to choose a medication individualized to the patient. 

o How to maximize the impact of Cytopoint. 



o Understand that not all JAK inhibitors are equal. 

o Know when a short course of steroids may be the best choice 

• What is the role of allergy testing and immunotherapy? 

• Managing flares 

• We will talk about the new guidelines for managing atopic dermatitis: reactive vs 

proactive approach, throughout this lecture. 

 

Speaker 
Valerie A. Fadok, DVM, PhD, DACVD 
 
Dr. Valerie Fadok has been intimately involved in veterinary dermatology for over 40 years.  Her 
desire is to make dermatology less frustrating and more rewarding for veterinarians, pet 
owners, and pets.  She received her DVM from Washington State University in 1978, after 
which she did an internship in small animal medicine and surgery at the West Los Angeles 
Veterinary Medical Group.  A residency in veterinary dermatology followed at the University 
of  Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, and Dr. Fadok became board-certified veterinary 
dermatology in 1982.  She earned a PhD in Experimental Pathology at the University of 
Colorado Health Sciences center in 1991; her thesis centered around programmed cell death 
and control of inflammation.  Dr. Fadok has worked on faculty at University of Tennessee, the 
University of Florida, Texas A & M University, and National Jewish Health.  Prior to joining Zoetis 
in 2016, she worked in private specialty practices in Denver, Colorado, and Houston, Texas.  Dr. 
Fadok retired from Zoetis as a field specialist in January 2023.  She has provided support to 
Nextmune for veterinarians about allergy testing, immunotherapy, and disease management. 
She currently works for the Veterinary Information Network (VIN) to provide case consults and 
to develop educational materials; she also helps with cases at Zoetis Dx.  Dr. Fadok has lectured 
internationally, nationally, and locally on subjects relating to veterinary skin disease, 
immunology, and inflammation.  Awards include the ACVD Award for Excellence (2010) and the 
Frank Kral Award (2018).  She currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Westie 
Foundation of American and the Human Animal Bond Association. 
 
My current disclosures: 
Consultant, Veterinary Information Network 
Consultant, Zoetis Diagnostics 
KOL, Zoetis 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

GENERAL SESSION 
1:30 – 2:25pm    Wellness in Practice: NDPHP Tools for Veterinary Medicine (1 hr. CE) 
2:35 – 3:30pm    Balancing Wellness: Preventing Burnout and Building Resilience (1 
hr. CE) 
 
Title: Wellness in Practice: NDPHP tools for Veterinary Medicine 
Objectives:  



1. Raise Awareness of Mental Health and Substance Use Challenges  
1. Highlight the elevated risk of mental health issues and substance use disorders 

among professionals, including stress, burnout, and isolation. 
2. Share national and North Dakota-specific data, including the fact that 

veterinarians rank among the top professions for suicide risk  
2. Destigmatize Help-Seeking Behavior 

1. Address the cultural and professional barriers that prevent professionals from 
seeking help. 

2. Emphasize that seeking support is a sign of strength and professionalism, not 
weakness. 

3. Introduce the North Dakota Professional Health Program (NDPHP) 
1. Explain NDPHP’s mission to support healthcare professionals with mental health 

or substance use issues while protecting public safety  
2. Describe the confidential, non-punitive nature of the program and how it helps 

professionals return to safe practice. 
4. Outline the Support Services Offered by NDPHP 

1. Detail services such as education, monitoring, advocacy, and referrals to 
treatment. 

2. Explain how NDPHP collaborates with employers, licensing boards, and 
treatment providers to support recovery  

5. Encourage Proactive Engagement and Peer Support 
1. Provide guidance on how professionals can refer themselves or colleagues to 

NDPHP. 
2. Promote a culture of peer support and early intervention within the veterinary 

community. 
  
Title: Balancing Wellness: Preventing burnout and building resilience 
Objectives:  

1. Discuss the importance of wellness: participants will learn about the various dimensions 
of wellness and why it is crucial for healthcare workers 

2. Identify symptoms and causes of burnout: participants will be able to recognize the 
signs of burnout and understand its underlying causes 

3. Use strategies to prevent and manage burnout: participants will gain practical strategies 
to prevent and manage burnout both individually and organizationally 

4. Develop resilience: participants will learn techniques to build resilience and understand 
the role of organizations in supporting resilient healthcare workers 

5. Answer call to action: a commitment to self, our team, and our patients to reach out for 
support when someone is struggling 

  

Speakers 
Melissa J. Henke, MD and Maggie Semands, RN, MSN, CMGT-BC, CNML 
 
Dr. Melissa J. Henke is Board Certified in Internal Medicine, Psychiatry, and Addiction Medicine. 
She serves as the Medical Director for both the North Dakota Professional Health Program and 
the Heartview Foundation. She is deeply committed to advancing provider wellness and brings 
this to her role at the NDPHP where she advocates and supports the monitoring of healthcare 
professionals who are experiencing burnout, mental health, or substance use disorders. At 



Heartview, she oversees patient care, leads the Medications for Opioid Use Disorder 
(MOUD/MAT) program, develops medical protocols, and works closely with interdisciplinary 
teams to support comprehensive addiction treatment. She also provides psychiatric 
consultation through Henke Psychiatric Services. 
She is an active member of the American College of Physicians, the North Dakota Medical 
Association, the American Psychiatric Association, and the North Dakota Psychiatric Society. 
She was appointed Assistant Professor of Clinical Neuroscience at the University of North 
Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences and contributes to statewide recovery 
initiatives as an Advisory Council Member for North Dakota Recovery Reinvented. She also 
serves her community as a Board Member of The Banquet. Dr. Henke earned her medical 
degree from the University of North Dakota and completed a combined Internal Medicine and 
Psychiatry residency at the University of Kansas Medical Center, where she served as Chief 
Resident. 
 
Maggie Seamands serves as the Executive Director of the North Dakota Professional Health 
Program, where she leads statewide efforts to support provider wellness and ensure safe, 
high-quality care. A certified nurse leader and case manager, Maggie brings 15 years of 
progressive leadership experience spanning care coordination, case management, and 
organizational development. 
Known for her commitment to creating environments where healthcare professionals can 
thrive, she has dedicated her career to strengthening provider well-being and advancing 
systems that protect patient safety. Maggie also contributes to regulatory and professional 
advancement through her service as a Board Member of the North Dakota Board of Nursing. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

4:15 – 5:10pm Large Animal Concurrent Session (1 hour CE) 
Internal Parasites of Cattle – Management, Mitigation & the R-Words 
 
Internal Parasites of Cattle 

• Discuss the main internal parasites of economic concern 

• Discuss the role of the environment in parasite behavior and their treatment 

• Discuss resistance pressure  

• Become familiar with refugia practices in the cow-calf space 

Speaker 
M. Wayne Ayers, DVM 
 
M. Wayne Ayers, DVM is a Senior Technical Consultant for Elanco Animal Health on the Beef 
Team, supporting products, sales reps, veterinarians, and producers in the western sales district 
and beyond from Wilder, Idaho. He received his BS and DVM from Washington State University 
and brings extensive expertise from private practice and academia, including a tenure as an 
Assistant Professor at the University of Idaho. While at the U of I he taught 4th year vet 
students production medicine in the field, practical nutrition, and advanced reproductive 
technologies. He also conducted research on Johne’s disease in sheep and goats, presenting his 
research internationally. In his current role, he serves as a strategic technical partner to 
Elanco’s customers in the implementation of best-practice strategies for parasiticides and 



insecticides. Internally, he is a key collaborator for R&D and marketing teams, ensuring field-
level insights drive product development and aftermarket research. 
 
Conflict of interest statement: 
“I, M Wayne Ayers, DVM, am an employee of Elanco Animal Health and represent the products 
they bring to market. The presentations here are meant to be disease state only and any 
mention of products will be fair and balanced.” 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4:15 – 5:10pm Small Animal Concurrent Session (1 hour CE) 
Liver and Gastrointestinal Disease, A Case Series 
 
The objective would be to provide primary care veterinarians with real world cases involving 
liver and GI disease to help increase diagnostic and therapeutic understanding of these often 
confusing disease processes.  
 

Speaker 

Greg Kuhlman, DVM, DACVIM 
 
Dr. Greg Kuhlman graduated with a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree from the University 
of Wisconsin in 2009. He began his professional career with a small animal medicine and 
surgery internship at the VCA Animal Emergency and Referral Center in Arizona. This was 
followed by a residency in internal medicine at Texas A&M University, where he cultivated a 
passion for internal medicine, especially in areas such as gastrointestinal, hepatobiliary, 
immune-mediated, and infectious diseases. Additionally, he is highly invested in the well-being 
of sporting dogs. 
 
In 1999, Dr. Kuhlman made his debut in the American Kennel Club’s English Springer Spaniel 
field trials with his dog Rocky. The experience sparked a lifelong passion for training, breeding, 
and competing in these trials. He has been a field trial judge since 2005. 
 
Away from his veterinary pursuits, Dr. Kuhlman is an avid outdoorsman. He takes pleasure in 
hunting upland game on the American Prairie, fly fishing, and pushing his limits in Ironman 
triathlons, having completed six to date. A dedicated sports fan, Dr. Kuhlman enthusiastically 
supports the Green Bay Packers, the Milwaukee Bucks, and Wisconsin Badger teams across all 
sports. 
 

 

GENERAL SESSION 
5:15 – 5:45pm State Veterinarian Updates (.5 hr. CE) 
 

Speaker 
Ethan Andress, DVM 
 
Presentation: Dr. Andress will be providing updates on current animal health issues and import 
regulations relevant to practicing veterinarians. Subjects will include New World Screwworm 



overview, vesicular stomatitis update, Board of Animal Health rule changes and regulatory 
activity, legislative update. 
 
Ethan Andress, DVM 
State Veterinarian (North Dakota) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, August 11, 2026  
 

 
7:00 – 8:00 am General Session (1 hour CE) 
Practical Pruritus: Making the Right Drug Choice for Dogs in Everyday Practice 
 
Objective/overview: In this presentation, we will cover changing client perceptions and 
treatment options for managing allergic dogs in an interactive forum. Current concepts 
surrounding diagnosis and treatment considerations will be covered. We will focus on currently 
available therapeutic options and where they fit with managing allergic dermatitis in dogs and 
how clinical presentation and client desires may affect treatment decisions. 

  
Speaker:  
Darren Berger, DVM, DACVD 
 
Dr. Darren Berger is a Board-Certified Veterinary Dermatologist with extensive experience in 
clinical practice, research and education. Dr. Berger obtained his Bachelor of Science degree in 
chemistry from the University of Iowa and his Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine from Iowa 
State University. He worked as a general practitioner and emergency veterinarian in Des 
Moines, IA prior to completing a private practice dermatology residency in Phoenix, AZ. He has 
special interests in clinical pharmacology and the management of allergic skin diseases. Prior to 
joining Elanco Animal Health, he was a tenured professor at Iowa State University who also 
taught at the University of Minnesota and South Dakota State. 
 
COI: Dr. Darren Berger is currently the Veterinary Medical Affairs Specialist for Elanco Animal 
Health. He has also consulted for or received speaking honorarium from Ceva, Dechra, Hill's Pet 
Nutrition, Royal Canin, Stallergenes Greer, and Virbac. This presentation is educational in 
nature and focuses on animal health, research, and veterinary topics.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Large Animal Concurrent Sessions – 4 hours CE 
Kevin Hankins, DVM, MS, MBA 
 
8:10 – 9:05am Large Animal Session (1 hour CE) 
Regenerative Medicine – Past, Present, Future 
 



9:15 – 10:10am Large Animal Session (1 hour CE) 
Equine Herpes Virus – Prevention, Diagnostics, Biosecurity 
 
11 – 11:55am Large Animal Session (1 hour CE) 
Equine Respiratory Disease – What’s Out There? 
 
1:35 – 2:30pm Large Animal Session (1 hour CE) 
Immunomodulation – What Can They Do? 

 
Speaker 
Kevin G. Hankins DVM, MS, MBA 
 
Dr. Hankins received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Animal Science and Industry, and Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine from Kansas State University. He completed an Equine Internship at 
Washington State University and holds a Master of Business Administration from Colorado 
State University.  
 
Dr. Hankins is currently employed by Zoetis as a Managing Equine Veterinarian.  Before going to 
work for Zoetis he was head of Equine Field Service at Kansas State University Veterinary 
Medical Teaching Hospital for seven years, as well as coordinating hospital outreach programs 
and student practice management programs.  
 

Do you have a financial interest in any commercial entity whose products or services are 
described, reviewed evaluated or compared in the Presentation? 

☐ I DO NOT have any financial relationships to disclose 

☒ I DO have the following significant financial/other relationships to disclose 
 
Name of Interest/Nature of Relationship (include all interest if more than one) 
Nature of Relationship: Zoetis employee – Managing Equine Veterinarian 
 
I agree to use generic names (i.e., non-branded names) in my presentation as much as possible. 
Specific products or commercial entities will neither be promoted nor disparaged. The content 
of my educational presentation will not contain advertisements for a specific product, 
company, and/or service. My presentation will be free of branded slides and commercial logos.  
 
Name (Printed) _Kevin G. Hankins___ 
 
Signature ____Kevin G. Hankins________ 

 
Date ____April 23, 2026__ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Large Animal Concurrent Session – 1 hour CE 
Logan Weyand, DVM 



 
2:35 – 3:30pm 
Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease 
 
Description of presentation: ‘Hemorrhagic diseases in wild ungulates in North Dakota’ will cover: 
historical data and trends regarding hemorrhagic diseases (caused by epizootic hemorrhagic disease and 
bluetongue viruses) in wild ungulates (cervids, pronghorn, bighorn sheep) in North Dakota over the past 
decade; a brief overview of hemorrhagic diseases in domestic species; and predicted trends for 
hemorrhagic disease and management options.  
 

Autobiography: Dr. Logan Weyand was hired as the North Dakota Game and Fish Department’s 
wildlife veterinarian in 2025. Dr. Weyand previously served as the bighorn sheep biologist for 
the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. He earned his bachelor’s degree in wildlife ecology 
and his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree from Washington State University, where he 
conducted research on pneumonia in bighorn sheep. Dr. Weyand earned his Master’s in Natural 
Resources from the University of Idaho, conducting research on parasitology and cause-specific 
mortality of moose. Dr. Weyand’s career interests are field studies of infectious diseases of wild 
ungulates, pathology, wildlife chemical immobilization, and disease ecology. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Small Animal Concurrent Sessions – 4 hours CE 
Speaker William Saxon, DVM, DACVIM, DACVECC 
 
8:10 – 9:05am Small Animal Session (1 hour CE) 
The Changing Landscape of Vector-borne Disease in Dogs 
 
9:15 – 10:10am Small Animal Session (1 hour CE) 
Retroviral Disease in Cats: Update on Staging, Diagnosis, and Treatment 
 
11 – 11:55am Small Animal Session (1 hour CE) 
Heart Disease in Dogs and Cats: Setting the State for Good Outcomes 
 
1:35 – 2:30pm Small Animal Session (1 hour CE) 
Do and Don’ts of Fluid Therapy for Acute & Chronic Kidney Disease 

 
The Changing Landscape of Vector-borne Disease in Dogs. 
Description: Vector-borne disease (VBD) is common in dogs.  This lecture will discuss changes in 
prevalence and geographic distribution of the commonly encountered VBD.  Update diagnostic 
and treatment recommendations will be covered.  A brief discussion of VBD in cats will be 
included. 
Learning Objectives: 

1. Understand the changing nature and geographic distribution of vector-borne disease 

(VBD) in dogs. 

2. Understand the steps in diagnosing VBD including advantages and disadvantages of 

currently available tests. 



3. Discuss the correct interpretation of VBD tests and determine which patients require 

treatment. 

4. Provide current recommendations for treating VBD and associated 

complications/comorbidities. 

Retroviral Disease in Cats: Update on Staging, Diagnosis, and Treatment 
Description:  Retroviral disease in cats is encountered by all small animal veterinarians.  In 
recent years a new understanding of stages of disease has led to a paradigm shift in diagnosis.  
This lecture will provide an update on current knowledge regarding staging, diagnosing, and 
treating FeLV/FIV.  A brief discussion of FIP will be included. 
Learning Objectives: 

1. Review the current understanding of stages of FeLV infection and how it relates to 

clinical disease. 

2. Discuss appropriate screening for feline retroviral infections based on age, risk factors, 

and other considerations. 

3. Provide updated recommendations on diagnosis of FeLV/FIV infections in cats. 

4. Briefly review current guidelines for managing cats that test positive for FeLV/FIV. 

5. Provide updated recommendations for treating FIP infections in cats. 

Heart disease in Dogs and Cats: Setting the Stage for Good Outcomes. 
Description: Cardiac disease is common in small animal practice.  In this lecture the most 
common types of heart disease in large breed dogs, small breed dogs, and cats will be covered. 
Practical recommendations for diagnosing and staging cardiac disease in dogs and cats will be 
addressed emphasizing the role of radiography and cardiac biomarkers.  Updated treatment 
recommendations will be provided. 
Learning Objectives: 

1. Review the most common types of heart disease in dogs and cats. 

2. Discuss staging of heart disease as a tool to determine when and how to initiate 

therapy. 

3. Understand the advantages and limitations of various imaging techniques and 

biomarkers in determining if treatment is indicated prior to onset of congestive heart 

failure. 

4. Provide updated treatment recommendations for congestive heart failure, aortic 

thromboembolism (cats), as well as maintenance therapy. 

Dos and Don’ts of Fluid Therapy for Acute and Chronic Kidney Disease. 
Description: This lecture will discuss rational fluid therapy for dogs and cats with acute and/or 
chronic kidney disease.  New information regarding the potential harmful effects of 
hypervolemia (positive fluid balance) will be covered.  We will discuss tips on determining type 
of fluid, volume and rate of administration, and appropriate monitoring.  Current AAHA fluid 
therapy guidelines will be covered. 
Learning Objectives: 

1. Discuss updated recommendations for diagnosing acute and chronic kidney disease. 

2. Review which patients require fluid therapy, which don’t, and how to determine in a 

given patient. 



3. Review fluid selection, route, volume and rate to administer, and streamlined 

monitoring of patients on fluids. 

4. Review the potential harmful effects of administering excess fluids and dispel the myth 

that all patients with kidney disease require fluid therapy. 

 
Speaker 
William Saxon, DVM, DACVIM, DACVECC 
 
Dr. Saxon received his DVM from Iowa State University in 1986. He completed his internship at 
the Animal Medical Center in New York City and residencies at the AMC and University of 
Pennsylvania. He practiced in the San Francisco area until 2007 and owned an intensive care 
unit in a specialty referral practice in Washington, D.C. He has been an IDEXX Reference 
Laboratories internal medicine consultant since 1997. Dr. Saxon is a coauthor of Manual of 
Small Animal Emergency and Critical Care Medicine and has authored articles on 
cardiomyopathy, acute abdomen disease, drug toxicities and burn injury. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Small Animal Concurrent Session – 1 hour CE 
Speaker: David Silliman, DVM, Residency Trained in Surgery (refer to 
autobiography on page 2) 
 
2:35 – 3:30pm 
Holding It All Together: Practical Wound Management in General Practice 
 
Learning Objectives 
Participants will be able to: 
        * Identify wounds appropriate for primary closure, delayed closure, or open management  
           in general practice. 
        * Recognize indications and contraindications for tie-over bandage use. 
        * Describe the basic technique for placing an effective tie-over bandage using commonly  
           available materials. 
 

Speaker 
David Silliman, DVM, Residency Trained in Surgery (refer to autobiography 
on page 6) 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

General Roundtable Session – 1 hour CE 
Facilitators: Kim Brummond, DVM and Derine Winning, DVM 
 
3:50 – 4:45pm 
After-Hours Veterinary Care: An Open Roundtable Discussion 
 
Providing veterinary care after regular business hours can be challenging for veterinary teams, 
practices, and animal owners. In this interactive roundtable discussion, participants will share 



experiences and discuss common approaches to after-hours care, including emergency 
coverage, referral options, client communication, and staffing considerations. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to exchange ideas, discuss challenges and successes, and 
learn from colleagues about strategies that support patient care while maintaining effective 
practice operations. This session is designed to encourage open discussion and practical 
takeaways that participants can apply in their own practices. 
 

General Session - .5-hour CE 
Speakers: Kelli Maddock, DrPH, MS, MLS(ASCP), M  and Sara Lyons, DVM 

 

4:50 – 5:20pm 
 
NDSU Veterinary Diagnostic Lab Updates 
This session will provide an overview of disease trends observed in North Dakota and 
regionally. Updates to laboratory services, client resources, and plans for laboratory 
improvement will also be provided. An opportunity to provide feedback via a client survey will 
be provided. 
 
NDBVME Updates 
The chair of the North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners will provide an update on 
board activities and issues relevant to veterinary professionals in North Dakota. This session will 
offer attendees an opportunity to hear updates from the state's veterinary regulatory board.  
 

Speakers 
 

Kelli Maddock, DrPH, MS, MLS(ASCP), M  

Interim Director, North Dakota State University – Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
                    
Lindy West, DVM 
Chair, North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 
 
 
 


