New World Screwworm Updates 6.19.2026

New World Screwworm: Biology, History, and
Current U.S. Situation (as of June 11)

By Dr. Ethan Andress

The New World screwworm (NWS), Cochliomyia hominivorax, remains
one of the most significant parasitic threats to livestock and wildlife
health in the Americas. Known historically as the ‘man-eater,’ the
species’ larvae infest living tissue of warm-blooded animals, causing
severe pain, systemic infection, and often death without treatment. The
parasite’s biology enables rapid population expansion. Females lay
hundreds of eggs at a time, larvae burrow into tissue within hours, and
developmental stages progress quickly, making outbreaks difficult to
control.

Current United States cases are in multiple counties in Texas and an
additional case in a dog in New Mexico. The situation is evolving. USDA
updates also report expanding screwworm activity in Mexico (Nuevo
Ledn, Tamaulipas, and Coahuila), many within 100 miles from the Texas
border.

This infestation response is being coordinated by USDA APHIS Veterinary
Services and the Texas Animal Health Commission. Sterile pupae and
sterile flies are being delivered to areas of concern. Additionally,
Surveillance, Inspection and Treatment (SIT) are being utilized to control
spread and identify new areas of concern.

Federal and state agencies have responded with movement restrictions,
enhanced surveillance, and updated animal-health requirements. States
such as North Dakota now require veterinary inspection within 3 days of
shipments using permits for animals originating from affected states.
Inspection and documentation of treatment is required for animals
leaving the infested zone and surrounding area. Animal movement, by
both domestic animals and wildlife, continues to be one of the primary
concerns and causes of spread of New World Screwworm.

While the North Dakota’s climate is not conducive to long term survival
of this tropical fly, the fly may have temporary success during our sum-
mer months. At this time, producers should remain vigilant, especially to
animals coming from areas of concern, and monitor their animals for
wounds and fly larval infestations. Animal owners should contact their
local veterinarians for examination of any suspected or unusual cases.
As this is a fly causing a larval infestation, FDA has approved several
products for treatment and control of the parasitic larvae and flies.
These products can be found on the FDA website at the link below.

New World Screwworm: Information for Veterinarians | FDA

Although the reemergence of the New World screwworm presents a
major animal-health challenge, the United States has eradicated it
before. With strong federal-state partnerships and rapid-response
programs, the nation is positioned to confront and overcome this
renewed threat.

Link to Confirmed
Detections of New World

Screwworm

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-
health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-

status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world

All NWS related travel restrictions as relayed
to USDA APHIS by US trading partners are
being noted on the USDA APHIS webpages
below.

* APHIS International Regulations (IRegs) for
non-pet species: https://
www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-
export<https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-
animal-export>

* APHIS International Pet Travel website for
pet species: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-
travel/us-to-another-country-export#modal-
link-cdc-alert-export<https://
www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-
another-country-export#modal-link-cdc-alert

-export>

AVMA Information and

Resources
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/one-
health/veterinarians-and-public-health/new-
world-screwworm

NWS in Companion
Animals: Evaluation and

Response
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/one-
health/veterinarians-and-public-health/new-
world-screwworm/new-world-screwworm-
nws-companion-animals-evaluation-and-

response

USDA APHIS RESPONSE PLAY-
BOOK New World Screwworm

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/
files/nws-response-playbook.pdf

NWS Emergency Response
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-
emergencies/nws
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